84        UNDEE FOUR ADMINISTRATIONS
Now I called upon the vali, who received me very gra ciously and with great courtesy. I thanked him for hi prompt compliance with my request, and expressed th hope that, inasmuch as I had an understanding with th Porte that no discrimination was to be made against Jew ish immigrants to Jerusalem, I should not in future hav< to complain of any infringement upon this understanding otherwise I should again be compelled to take drastii action. I called his attention to the treaties referred to of which he had had no previous knowledge.
I stopped to make some official calls, accompanied b^ the consul and his staff. As is customary when high offi cials go through the streets of the Holy City, several hal berdiers of the vali preceded, to give distinction to th< party as well as protection and a clear passage througl the crowds. I could remain in Jerusalem only three 01 four days, however, for I had to catch the steamer thai stopped at Alexandretta and Smyrna, where I wanted t< confer with our consuls.
Upon my return to Constantinople my French anc British colleagues were much pleased at my having se cured the release of the Jewish immigrants in Palestine They had received, through their foreign offices, expres sions of appreciation and grateful acknowledgment fron such organizations as the Anglo-Jewish Association o London, and the Alliance Israelite of Paris.
The next step in the development of this question wai a communication received by our State Department fron Mavroyeni Bey, Turkish minister at Washington, in forming the Department of a change, indeed, of the tim< limit from one month to three for the sojourn of Jews ii Jerusalem, with the proviso, however, "that they ar< going to Jerusalem in the performance of a pilgrimage